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True Christian life -
the surrendered life 
 
  

 

It should mean for us the full, firsthand realization that true 
Christian life is not all beauty and calm. In one form or another, it will 
involve that awful question, “can you drink the cup I drink of?” 
Perhaps it will only be offered us in very unimpressive ways – drop 
by drop out of a tin mug - the same terrible wine of the surrendered 
life.       The Ways of the Spirit, Evelyn Underhill 
 
There are times when the call to “stop grumbling” will seem unfair. To accede 
itself an injustice. At times that will be exactly what is happening. And at times 
it will be our childish selves unhappy because we aren’t given what we want.  
 

But what if it is a matter of justice? What if the rector’s actions are 
overbearing and improper, even imperious and corrupt?  
 

Some assume that any injustice must be resisted. Resisted at any cost. 
Because it’s the right thing to do.  
 
In a place of thoughtful and compassionate prayer we may ask about the cost 
to others and the parish; we may consider whether we are likely to succeed in 
the pursuit; and we can ask ourselves if we have done all we can reasonably 
do to settle the matter peacefully. Is our struggle about revenge and 
retribution or is it about protecting people and the parish in the time ahead? 
Is the cost of the fight in proportion to the damage that may be done? 
 

We can be so “right” that we are “wrong.”  
 

and 
 

We are “to make no peace with oppression.” 
 

The drinking of the cup may be experienced as we fight for justice and bear 
the cost of that fight; or it may be when we have freely consented to the agony 
of not engaging such struggle; or it may be the misery and humiliation of 
losing the battle. 
 

With “the awful grace of God” may come a deeper humility and self-offering – 
a wisdom not available to us in our times of success. 
 
 


